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Introduction 

The Academy of Play and Child Psychotherapy (APAC) offers qualifications to develop careers. 

Students who apply to undertake training with APAC will need to evidence they can meet the 

entry requirement expected of the qualification they are applying to study. At times the 

qualification level previously obtained may not meet the identified entry requirements; APAC 

recognises that students may have acquired learning and skills in a variety of formal and 

informal settings which may be relevant to the course and where this occurs APAC may 

suggest the potential applicant undertakes the Recognition of Prior Learning route. 

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) is an overarching term referring to the formal recognition 

and assessment of prior learning. Through RPL, APAC seeks to establish that some relevant, 

measurable, substantial and significant element of learning has taken place.  Broadly APAC 

focuses upon Recognition of Prior Experiential Learning which constitutes the identification 

and assessment for learning and achievement obtained outside of formal education or 

training systems which may include circumstances such as work experience, voluntary activity 

or other occupational learning which has not been formally assessed or certificated. 

Minimum entry requirements for Post Graduate Certificate in Therapeutic Play  

The entry level of qualification to study the Post Graduate Certificate in Therapeutic Play is 

outlined within APAC’s Admission Policy.  Please refer to this document for further 

information. APAC recognises that applicants may have gained knowledge and skills from 

prior learning or experience that is relevant to the applied for programme of study.  

Eligibility 

The RPL route identified by the University of Chichester and University College Cork applies 

where the applicant meets the following requirements:  

RPL Route – University of Chichester 

• A Level 5 qualification in a child-based subject, plus a minimum of 5 years’ experience 

working with children; or  

RPL Route – University College Cork 

• A Level 7 qualification within a relevant field such as psychology, counselling, 

psychotherapy, health care, education, social care, social work, or early years and childhood 

development, plus a minimum of 5 years’ experience working with children.  

RPL Process  
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The RPL route offers applicants the opportunity to undertake additional study to evidence 

they can perform at the required academic level, thereby meeting the scholastic entry 

requirements.  

Once an application has been received and assessed, where qualifications do not meet the 

minimum entry requirements for the course applied for applicants will be sent an online link 

to arrange an interview with a member of our admissions team. Applicants will be notified at 

this stage they will be considered for the RPL route which will be explained fully during the 

interview. Interviews take place via an online platform.  

During the interview the applicant is informed of the full details of the RPL requirements and 

a start date for the RPL is agreed.  

The timeframe for the completion of the RPL requirements is 2 months; the entire application 

process from receipt of application form for a student who undertakes the RPL is 4 months.  

APAC RPL requirement:  

Applicants will be asked to complete 5 assignments relating to three course books; the cost 

of the books is the applicant’s responsibility.  Further details of these assignments can be 

found within the document ‘RPL: Your Guide’. 

Upon submission of the 5 RPL assignments they will be marked in line with APAC’s partners’ 

agreed marking structure included in ‘RPL: Your Guide’.  

Feedback is sent to students once marking has been completed.  

Where an assignment does not meet the required pass mark, feedback will be provided and 

a date for resubmission will be provided. A copy of the assignment feedback is retained by 

APAC. 
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